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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is responsive to the communication filed on January 26, 2006. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-5, 7-10, 16-21, 26, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over (US 6954229) hereinafter referred to as Otala in view of (US 
20030104841 ) hereinafter referred to as Yamamoto. 

Claim 1 Otala discloses "An apparatus for viewing digital still 
photographs, the apparatus comprising: data input means for 
inputting at least one digital data file representing a digital 
still photograph, the at least one digital data file having at 
least one of a time and location stamp indicating a time when 
the photograph was taken or a location where the photograph was 
taken, respectively [Otala Column 7; lines 32-45] ; a display for 
displaying the digital still photograph [Otala Column 7; line 65] ; 
digital still photograph rendering means for inputting the at 
least one digital data file to the display for rendering of the 
corresponding digital still photograph on the display [Otala Column 
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4; lines 15-20];" Although Otala fails to disclose "ambient alteration means for 
altering an ambient characteristic based on at least one of the 
time and location stamps" the examiner maintains that it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide 

"ambient alteration means for altering an ambient characteristic 
based on at least one of the time and location stamps", as disclosed 
by [Yamamoto 1J0024 and 1J0050] for the purpose of intuitively displaying image data. 
Claim 2 Otala discloses "the data input means is a media drive for 
reading the at least one digital data file from a media 
contained in the media drive ." [Otala Column 9; lines 54-62] 
Claim 3 Otala discloses "the media drive is one of a CD player, DVD 
player, floppy drive, and digital camera media card reader." 
Claim 4 Otala discloses "the data input means comprises a modem 
operatively connected to one of a network, storage device, and 
digital still camera ." [Otala Column 4; lines 32-34] 

Claim 5 Otala discloses "the data input means comprises a connector 
operatively connected through a cable to one of a network, 
storage device, and digital still camera ." [Otala Column 4; lines 32-34] 
Claim 7 Yamamoto discloses "the ambient alteration means comprises a 
lighting system and the ambient characteristic comprises an 
ambient lighting in an area proximate the display ." [Yamamoto 1J0024 
and H0050] 
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Claim 8 YamamotO discloses "the lighting system changes the ambient 
lighting to reproduce a lighting characteristic of at least one 
of the time when the digital photograph was taken and the 
location where the digital photograph was taken ." [YamamotO Figure 5 
U0024 and 1J0050] 

Claim 9 Otala discloses "the ambient alteration means comprises an 
audio rendering system and at least one speaker operatively 
connected thereto and wherein the ambient characteristic 
comprises reproducing audio in an area proximate the display." 
[Otala Column 6; lines 32-42] 

Claim 10 Otala discloses "the reproduced audio is characteristic of at 
least one of the time when the digital photograph was taken and 
the location where the digital photograph was taken . " [Otala Column 
6; lines 32-42] 

Claim 16 is rejected as applied in the rejection of Claim 1 . 

Claim 17 is rejected as applied in the rejection of Claim 1 , since the method is inherent 
to the apparatus of Claim 1 . 

Claim 18 is rejected as applied in the rejection of Claim 7, since the method is inherent 
to the apparatus of Claim 7. 

Claim 19 is rejected as applied in the rejection of Claim 8, since the method is inherent 
to the apparatus of Claim 8. 

Claim 20 is rejected as applied in the rejection of Claim 9, since the method is inherent 
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to the apparatus of Claim 9. 

Claim 21 is rejected as applied in the rejection of Claim 10, since the method is inherent 
to the apparatus of Claim 1 0. 

Claim 26 is rejected as applied in the rejection of Claim 7. 
Claim 27 is rejected as applied in the rejection of Claim 9. 

Claims 6, 11-15, and 22-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Qtala in view of Yamamoto as applied to claim 1 above, and further 
in view of Official Notice. 

Claim 6 Otala and Yamamoto disclose the claimed invention except for "a connector 
wirelessly connected to one of a network, storage device, and 
digital still camera"; However Official Notice is hereby taken that it would have 
been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 

provide "a connector wirelessly connected to one of a network, 
storage device, and digital still camera", since wireless connection were 
well known at that time. 

Claim 1 1 Otala and Yamamoto disclose the claimed invention except for "at least 

one other display in an area proximate the display, wherein the 
ambient characteristic comprises the at least one other display"; 
However Official Notice is hereby taken that it would have been obvious to one ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide "at least one other 

display in an area proximate the display, wherein the ambient 
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characteristic comprises the at least one other display", since Otala 
discloses a grouping of files associated with an image which comprises multiple JPEG 
[Otala Column 6; lines 43-47]; so to provide multiple displays to view all associated data 
requires routine skill in the art. 

Claim 12 is rejected similarly as applied in the rejection of Claim 1 1 since the 
associated data referred to in the rejection of Claim 1 1 reads on "a display on the 

one other display is representative of a historical period 
within the time when the digital photograph was taken." 
Claim 13 is rejected similarly as applied in the rejection of Claim 1 1 since the 
associated data referred to in the rejection of Claim 11 reads on "a display on the 
one other display is representative of a geographical location 
where the digital photograph was taken." 
Claim 14 Otala and Yamamoto disclose the claimed invention except for "the 
ambient alteration means comprises an advertisement generation 
means for generating at least one of an audio or visual 
advertisement on the at least one other display or a speaker 
operatively connected to the apparatus"; However Official Notice is hereby 
taken that it would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide "the ambient alteration means comprises an 
advertisement generation means for generating at least one of an 
audio or visual advertisement on the at least one other display 
or a speaker operatively connected to the apparatus", since serving 
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relevant advertisements were well known at that time the invention was made. 
Claim 15 Otala and Yamamoto disclose the claimed invention except for "the one 

other display comprises a picture-in-picture display displayed 
on the display"; However Official Notice is hereby taken that it would have been 
obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide 
"the one other display comprises a picture-in-picture display 
displayed on the display", since picture in picture was a well known feature in 
display devices at the time the invention was made. 

Claim 22 is rejected as applied in the rejection of Claim 1 1 , since the method is inherent 
to the apparatus of Claim 1 1 . 

Claim 23 is rejected as applied in the rejection of Claim 12, since the method is inherent 
to the apparatus of Claim 12. 

Claim 24 is rejected as applied in the rejection of Claim 13, since the method is inherent 
to the apparatus of Claim 1 3. 

Claim 25 is rejected as applied in the rejection of Claim 14, since the method is inherent 
to the apparatus of Claim 14. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to TEMITOPE ADEYIGA whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3578. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, NgocYen Vu can be reached on (571)272-7320. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

IT. A./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2622 
09/18/2008 



/Ngoc-Yen T. VU/ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



